
Mini-debate - two form times

Session summary Pupil context

Pupils will prepare for, and then have a mini-discussion around a
topical LGBT+ question.

Introduce this as a ‘structured discussion’, rather than a debate. The
word ‘debate’ often suggests ideas of two opposing sides

Can be run with KS3 or KS4
pupils, depending on the debate
topic.

Session aims Resources needed

‣ Encourage pupils to engage with a topical issue in current society
‣ Develop pupils’ discussion and debating skills

‣ Research supporting the
discussion statement

Preparation ahead of the session

‣ You may need to let pupils know about School Diversity Week by showing our intro slides found on
the assemblies page of the toolkit.
‣ Our intro slides contain information explaining the acronym LGBT+
‣ If you think this may be a difficult discussion for pupils, select the discussion topic ahead of time and
prepare appropriate research resources.
‣ Keep in mind that there is very likely to be an LGBT+ pupil in the class, even if you’re not aware of
who they are. You will be discussing issues which may relate closely to them and their community.
Remember this and remind the class that, even though they may feel they’re discussing issues relate to
other people, that’s very much not the case.

Timing Activity Suggestions for
differentiation

0-5 Session 1 - establishing ground rules

‣ Let everyone know you’re going to be having a discussion
for School Diversity Week, on a topical statement related to
being LGBT+.
‣ Before you start, establish ground rules. See how many
pupils can come with before sharing these with them:

● Stay focussed on the debate topic at hand
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● Keep to the discussion format, make sure everyone
can finish their points and a range of people share
their ideas

● Use arguments to promote insight or awareness -
avoid conflict

● Don’t use examples from yours or other pupils’ lives
● Don’t reveal or speculate about another pupil’s

sexuality or gender
● Hate speech, name calling, accusations, personal

attacks, sarcasm, and other negative exchanges are
forbidden and those using it will face the same
sanctions as you would with all hate speech (e.g.
racism)

5-10 Session 1 - Introducing discussion topics

‣ You can select a topic ahead of time, or allow pupils to
choose one they’re interested in.
‣ Show them the topic (or range of topics) and answer any
questions they might have.
‣ You might want to choose several topics and hold the
discussions over several form times.
‣ Give consideration as to whether pupils will be able to
access the arguments, and whether content is suitable for
them.
‣ Potential discussion statements include:

● LGBT+ people have now achieved equality
● Allies are essential to the LGBT+ movement
● Section 28 continues to affect our school today
● Director David Yates should address Dumbledore’s

sexuality in series Fantastic Beasts and Where to
Find Them

● Gay men should be allowed to give blood
● There is no longer a need for Pride parades

Select discussion topic
beforehand and prepare
research resources.

10-20 Session 1 - time to research

‣ If you haven’t already assigned pupils a view in the
discussion, do so now.
‣ Give pupils prepared resources on their chosen topic or
ask them to create a plan of action to research in their own
time.

Provide prepared
resources - a couple of
articles may be enough for
a mini-discussion.

0-2 Session 2 - ground rules reminder

‣ Recap the ground rules from the previous session.

2-17 Session 2 - discussion time

‣ You can run the discussion in several ways. Our favourite is
the Socratic Discussion using the ‘fishbowl’ method, with

Give everyone a role
and/or a sentence starter,
to help them form their
contribution.
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https://humanrights.brightblue.org.uk/blog-1/2017/10/18/equality-for-lgbt-people-in-britain-today-lots-done-lots-to-do
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sml6NVw-21Y
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/education/2017/06/we-repealed-then-forgot-long-shadow-section-28-homophobia
https://www.theguardian.com/film/filmblog/2018/feb/01/fantastic-beasts-2-why-cant-they-just-let-dumbledore-be-gay
https://www.theguardian.com/film/filmblog/2018/feb/01/fantastic-beasts-2-why-cant-they-just-let-dumbledore-be-gay
https://www.theguardian.com/film/filmblog/2018/feb/01/fantastic-beasts-2-why-cant-they-just-let-dumbledore-be-gay
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/gay-blood-donation-sex-aids-three-months-year-a7721606.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/lifestyle/london-life/this-is-one-very-important-reason-why-we-still-need-pride-a3582221.html
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/socratic-seminar


pupils discussing seated in an inner horseshoe, and pupils
observing in an outer horseshoe. To give the pupils on the
outer circle focus you could give them discussion prompts
like ‘who is asking the best questions?’ or ‘who stated their
point most clearly?’
‣ Other discussion/debate methods
‣ Tips for class debates

17-20 Session 2 - summary, or winners

‣ Ask a pupil to summarise the main points of the discussion.
‣ If you’d like a competitive edge to the discussion, get
pupils to vote on the group or person they felt made their
points the best. Remember to say that they’re not voting for
the point of view they agreed with the most, but who
showed the most skill in getting their points across.
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https://www.thoughtco.com/fast-debate-formats-for-the-classroom-8044
https://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/teacher-blog/2012/jun/18/pupil-class-debate

